chapter X
The Carnatic Affairs
nawab sa'adatullah khan, having no issue, adopted his
nephew Dost CAK whom he nominated as his successor to
the Nawabship of the Carnatic. For this arrangement he
had obtained private consent of the Mughal Emperor, Muham-
mad Shah, omitting to secure the approval of his immediate
superior, Nizamul-Mulk. After his death in 1732, Dost 'AH
became the Nawab of Carnatic without any opposition.
Nizamu'1-Mulk did not like being thus ignored and to allow
this to take effect without his approval. • Within three years
of Dost c All's accession to power, the administration of the
Carnatic had deteriorated beyond measure. The Nawab was
negligent and inattentive to the affairs of the Government,
leaving them in the hands of his son Safdar eAli and his Diwan
as well as son-in-law Chanda Sahib, well-known in the annals
of the early struggle for supremacy between the English and
the French.
On the death of the Raja of Trichinopoly, Chanda Sahib
seized the fortress from the widowed Rani and had him-
self installed as governor of the newly-annexed territory.
Being apprehensive of the Maratha invasion, the alarming
rumours about which were afloat for some time, he made
preparations for resistance. At last the expected event soon
happened. The Marathas under the leadership of RaghujI
Bhonsla and Fateh Singh broke into the Carnatic to levy
Chauth which had long been withheld. Dost 'All met the
enemy at the pass of Damal Cherue and was defeated and
slain.1 His son Safdar CAH, who was coming to the rescue of
his father, returned to Vellore; and Chanda Sahib fortified
himself in Trichinopoly. Not being sure of future develop-
ments, both of them sent their families with treasures to
Monsieur Dumas, the French Governor of Pondich&y. The
Marathas, after their initial victory, occupied Arcot, overran
* Tuzuk-i-Walajakf, (Asafia, MS.).

